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iVhkh Will Hi'Ip Out Some- -

v.lmt in the Indian Tom""-

lory Situation.

if.UKVt'Kw, I. T.f Nov. '10. Judge
FL;ir.it.jKJ, i the Onitof States court
Isr V c district, has decided
i'r.r.t tr.o :i-- t ol the laU congress .g

the probate laws of Arkan-r.i- s

Adopted fo; the Indian Territory
in 1&60 ropc-a'.- the provision or
lie CrtcV. agreement, that none but
Crock citizens can act as guardians
of the property of Creek minor, and
r.i?.'..es it possible for any who can
:;ua!iiy to the satisfaction of the
court to become guardians.

The judge has instructed R. P.

l!rri"on, clerk of the court, hereaf-
ter to flip petitions of those seek-

ing guardianships regardless of the
question whether or not they arc
Orc-eks- . This is a sweeping decision
i.iul nffectf at least half of the lam's
in the Cerek nation. Fully one-ha- lf

of this amount is owned by minors
:.nl is subject to the control of the
nurts through guardianships. Tho

decision of this court is considered
one or the most important in recent,

j cars because it will make it safe to
regularly appointed guardians, ana
k"ise the land of Indian minors from
will tend to bring settlors into the
nation.

Tho Creek agreement of 100.?,.

which has governed tho courts in ap-

pointing guardians from that, time to
the present says:

"Allotments for any minor may be
selected by his father, mother or
guardian In the order named, and
r.hall not be sold during his minority.
All guardians or curators appoint-

ed for minors shall be citizens."
The act of last April, according to

the decision of Judge Raymond, plac-

es guardianship matters under the
act of May 'J, 1890, and thus setsi
aside the Creek agreement.

The former probate law will now
bo the guide of the courts in the
Creek nation In guardianship mat-

ters. Tho courts will appoint any
competent person guardian who may

be designated by the parents or oth-

er authorltized persons. The guar-

dian must be over 21 years of age

and able to give bond equal to

double the value of the estate in his
bands, or if tho land, double the
amount which the land will bring In

rentals. These bonds must be ap-

proved by the judge, and no one will
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ho glen an opportunity to speculate
ai the, expense of his wards or to de-

fraud them.

As i:i t'iO pust, tho judge will re-.lu-

a accounting from the
guardian at tegular intervals, and If
he tails to give ihib ho will be put in
jail for con tempt. If he wastes the
piopeiiy of r.e minor, his bondsmen
v. ill lx- - held for the amount, as Is
tlii" lav in tho states.

When tho Creeks instituted the
clause in the agreement providing
tlu-- t none but a Cteck Indian could
ae as gunt dian for a Creek child,
they enacted a law which has caused
mich loss in property and money to
minor children. In most cases it has
be mi impossible to find citizens who
could give the necessary bond, and
as .t leeiili lully two-third- s of the
uinds of minors has been handled
either by parents who were incom-

petent, or were allowed to go
This state of affairs has

resulted in much confusion and farm-

ers haw almost stopped leasing tne
laud of Indian minors, knowing that
in many cases the person acting for
the ward has no authority to make a

lease contract.
Judge Raymond formerly held

thai the parent of a Creek Indian
child is not the legal guaidian of his
child's property unless duly appoint-
ed and qualified by the court, and that
decision was affirmed by the court of
appeals. Parents In many case,
however, have disregarded this de
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cision, and have leased the lands of
their minor children with the belief
that the right to be the natural guard-
ian of their children carries with It
interest without consulting the court.
Several such leases have been taken
into court. This has made farmers
afraid to lease the lands of minors.
As a result many fine farms are ly
ing idle and bringing no revenue to I

the owners. i

I'nder the treaty a white man who'
married an Indian woman could not'
look after the property interests of
his children, no matter how compet-
ent he might be. The mother could
not assume the guardianship, because
the act debarred a married woman
from such duties. Thus the parent
were compelled to see the affairs of
their children managed by outsiders.
The ruling of Judge Raymond will
remedy this condition and mnkc it
possible for the intermarried citizen
to become the guardian if otherwise
qualified.

When it was found impossible un-

der the treaty to find a qualified citi-

zen to act as guardian, the porperty
of the children was often left in the
hands of parents who had no idea
of the value of money or land, and
who wasted It witn an abandon which
was dlsast rlous to the interests of tne
minors. This condition will no long-

er be permitted in the Creek nation,
and every minor will have a compe-

tent guardian who will be held to a

strict accounting for the property in
his hands.
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Wanted.
A colored boy or girl "who can

handle a typewriter and write short-
hand. Inquire at W. H. Twine's law
office. A good chance for a deserv-
ing young mari or woman.

Notice.
AH who are interested in learning

shorthand should address Box 860
Muskogee, I. T., for circulars con-

cerning the stenographic work of th
Twentieth Century corresponding;
school of stenography.

Dr R. H. Waterford.
!Meafi fo woui'Mi and ftucoiMfuly
treated. Also chronic dlscusus of men- -

10 1- -2 East Okmulgee avenue.

SCHIEBERL
THE TA ILOR

First djjr "aoath of Fire Depart
ment, South Second Street.
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This is the place where all
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thing: in season. Don't for-
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